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Best Streaming Devices 2026: Roku Stick HD,
Stick Plus, Ultra Compared

Independent testing and reviews - https://abvorn.com

We earn a commission if you buy through our links, at no extra cost to you. Our opinions are our own.

In 2026, navigating the endless sea of content is only half the battle; choosing the right hardware to deliver
it is the real challenge. With a mix of budget-friendly sticks and premium, powerhouse boxes, selecting the
best **streaming devices 2026** requires balancing features, price, and your TV's capabilities. Many
consumers struggle to justify the price jump from basic HD to premium 4K models, or wonder if a compact
stick is truly powerful enough for their main television setup.

This guide cuts through the marketing noise with a direct, head-to-head comparison of the leading
contenders, focusing primarily on Roku's diverse lineup. We will compare the budget-friendly Roku Streaming
Stick HD, the mid-range Streaming Stick Plus, and the premium Roku Ultra side-by-side to help you navigate
the choices and find the perfect fit.

Whether you prioritize simple plug-and-play HD streaming or demand top-tier features like Dolby Vision,
Atmos, and Wi-Fi 6, this breakdown of the best streaming devices of 2026 will highlight the exact value
proposition of each model, ensuring you make the right choice for your home entertainment setup.

ABVORN VERDICT

ﬁu Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K Streaming
6/ ice for TV with Roku Voice Remote & Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live

199cal News
Performance & Speed Gl 7.0
Interface & Ease of Use Gl 7.0
Content Availability 7.0
Features & Voice @l 5.0
Value for Money 8.0

Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote
& Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News excels in Value for Money but falls short on Features & Voice.
Our view: The best bang for your buck — ideal if you're watching your wallet.
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0DXXYS4BJ?tag=viraltestco-20
https://abvorn.com/abvorn/compare.html?asin=B0DXXYS4BJ&name=Roku+Streaming+Stick+HD+with+Voice+Remote+%7C+Compact+4K+Streaming+Device+for+TV+with+Roku+Voice+Remote+%26+Long-Range+Wi-Fi+-+Free+%26+Live+Local+News&price=%2429.99&image=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F71GUOcJCzSL._AC_SL1500_.jpg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0DXXYS4BJ&score=6.8&label=Solid

ABVORN REGRET PROBABILITY SCORE

For: Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote
& Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News

Some of your priorities don't match this product.
Better alternatives based on your preferences:
Roku Ultra $90.99 Regret Risk: 10%

Roku Streaming Stick Plus with Voice Remote - 4K & HDR10+ | 4K & HDR Streaming Device for TV with Roku
Voice Remote - Free & Live Local News $38.09

Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K Plus (newest model) with Al-powered Fire TV Search $49.99

Welcome to our deep-dive into the best streaming devices 2026. As 2026 reshapes how we consume
entertainment, choosing the right streaming device matters more than ever. Whether you're after
ultra-smooth 4K, voice-controlled navigation, or a budget-friendly option, we’ve tested the latest Roku lineup
to help you decide which stick or player fits your TV setup and viewing habits.

Understanding Streaming Devices

Streaming devices act as the bridge between your television and the countless apps that deliver movies,
shows, live sports, and music. In 2026, the market is dominated by compact sticks, powerful players, and
smart-home-integrated platforms. Key specs to watch include:

* Resolution & HDR: 4K, HDR10+, Dolby Vision, and Atmos support.
* Wi-Fi & Connectivity: Wi-Fi 6, Bluetooth, Ethernet adapters.
* Voice & Remote Features: Hands-free search, backlit buttons, rechargeable remotes.

* App Ecosystem: Access to major services like Netflix, Disney+, Hulu, and free/local channels.

Understanding these pillars makes it easier to compare the Roku family against rivals like Amazon Fire TV
sticks, which we’ll touch on later.

Roku Streaming Stick HD Review

Brief Intro: The Roku Streaming Stick HD is positioned as the most affordable 4K entry point in Roku’s 2026
catalog, priced at $29.99. It promises a compact form factor, voice remote, and long-range Wi-Fi, delivering
free and live local news alongside sports.

* Key Features:
o 4K streaming with HDR support.

o Roku Voice Remote with long-range Wi-Fi.

o Free & live local news and sports channels.

o Compact design that plugs directly into HDMI.
* Pros:

o Lowest price among Roku’s 4K sticks.

o Simple setup; no extra power adapter needed.

o Strong Wi-Fi range for its size.

o High user rating of 4.7 from 22,240 reviews.



* Cons:
o> No HDR10+ or Dolby Vision.
o Limited advanced audio options.

o No Ethernet port for wired stability.

* Bottom-Line Recommendation: If you want a no-frills, budget-friendly 4K streaming device that still
offers solid performance and voice control, the Roku Streaming Stick HD is the best value for 2026.

Roku Streaming Stick Plus Review

Brief Intro: The Roku Streaming Stick Plus steps up the performance ladder with HDR10+ support, priced at
$38.09 (originally $39.99). It retains the same voice remote ergonomics while delivering a smoother 4K HDR
experience, earning a 4.6 rating from 9,535 reviewers.
* Key Features:

o 4K streaming with HDR10+ and HDR10.

o Enhanced voice remote with backlit buttons.

o Free & live local news, sports, and international channels.

o Long-range Wi-Fi for stable connectivity.

* Pros:

o Improved picture quality over the Stick HD.

o Slightly faster processor for smoother navigation.

o Competitive price point with a modest discount.

o Strong user satisfaction reflected in 9,535 ratings.
» Cons:

o Still lacks Dolby Vision and Atmos.

o No Ethernet adapter included.

o Battery life of the remote could be better.

* Bottom-Line Recommendation: For viewers who crave richer colors and HDR10+ without breaking the
bank, the Roku Streaming Stick Plus offers a sweet spot of performance and price in 2026.



Roku Ultra Review

HD|4K|HDR

ROKu D€ Dolby Vision-Atmos

Ultra ‘-

The ultimate streaming player

NETFLIX

plus
thousands
more

Roku Ultra

Brief Intro: The Roku Ultra is Roku’s flagship streaming player, retailing at $90.99 (originally $99.99). It
targets enthusiasts who demand the ultimate 4K experience, supporting HDR10+, Dolby Vision, and Dolby
Atmos, and it comes with a rechargeable Voice Remote Pro. It holds a 4.4 rating from 8,471 users.

* Key Features:
o 4K streaming with HDR10+, Dolby Vision, and Dolby Atmos.

o Wi-Fi 6 and Ethernet port for rock-solid connectivity.

o Rechargeable Voice Remote Pro with backlit, long-range controls.

o]

Bluetooth audio support for private listening.
o Free & live TV options plus extensive channel library.

* Pros:
o Most comprehensive format support in the Roku lineup.
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o Premium wired and wireless connectivity.
o Remote offers rechargeable battery and advanced buttons.
o Robust build quality and future-proof specifications.

* Cons:
o Higher price compared to sticks.

o Larger footprint may not fit all TV stands.

o Price premium may not justify extra features for casual viewers.

* Bottom-Line Recommendation: If you're building a premium home theater in 2026 and need the best
picture, sound, and connectivity, the Roku Ultra is the definitive choice, albeit at a higher cost.

How to Choose the Right Roku Device

Selecting the ideal Roku device in 2026 hinges on three personal factors:

* Budget: Stick HD ($29.99) for tight budgets; Ultra ($90.99) for no-compromise setups.
* Picture & Audio Needs: Stick Plus or Ultra if you require HDR10+, Dolby Vision, or Atmos.

* Connectivity Preferences: Ultra offers Ethernet and Wi-Fi 6; sticks rely on Wi-Fi 5/6 but are sufficient for
most homes.

Match these criteria with your TV's capabilities and the types of content you stream most often to pinpoint
the perfect match.

Buying Guide & Tips
When shopping for a Roku streaming device in 2026, keep these tips in mind:

* Check for bundles: Retailers often bundle a power adapter or extra remote at a discount.

* Look for sales: Prices can dip below the listed MSRP during holiday promotions.

* Verify Wi-Fi compatibility: Ensure your router supports the device’s Wi-Fi standard for optimal
streaming.

* Read recent reviews: User feedback from the past month (e.qg., “10K+ bought in past month”) often
highlights real-world performance.

* Consider future upgrades: Devices with Wi-Fi 6 and Ethernet ports will stay relevant longer.

Conclusion

In 2026, Roku’s lineup offers something for every type of streamer — from the ultra-affordable Roku
Streaming Stick HD at $29.99 to the powerhouse Roku Ultra at $90.99. By evaluating your budget,
picture-quality requirements, and connectivity needs, you can confidently select the device that delivers the
best value and viewing experience. Whether you prioritize price, premium features, or a balanced middle
ground

At a glance

Use Product Why

Case

Best Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K
Overall Compact 4K Streaming Device for TV with Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote & Long-

Roku Voice Remote & Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free  Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News, Sports
& Live Local News



Use Product

Case

Best Roku Streaming Stick Plus with Voice Remote

Value - 4K & HDR10+ | 4K & HDR Streaming Device
for TV with Roku Voice Remote - Free & Live
Local News

Premium Roku Ultra

Pick

Also Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K Plus (newest model)

Great with Al-powered Fire TV Search

Also Amazon Fire TV Stick HD

Great

Performance Breakdown

Why

Roku Streaming Stick Plus with Voice Remote - 4K &
HDR10+ | 4K & HDR Streaming Device for TV with Roku
Voice Remote - Free & Live Local News, Sports

Roku Ultra, Ultimate Streaming Player - 4K Streaming
Device for TV | HDR10+, Dolby Vision & Atmos - Bluetooth
& Wi-Fi 6 - Rechargeable Voice Remote Pro with Backlit
Buttons - Free & Live TV

Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K Plus (newest model) with Al-
powered Fire TV Search, Wi-Fi 6, stream hundreds of
thousands of movies and shows, free & live TV, find shows
faster with Alexa+ Reducing CO2

Amazon Fire TV Stick HD, free and live TV, Alexa Voice
Remote, smart home controls, HD streaming

Performance & Speed

1e for Money

Features & Voice

Interface & E

Content Availability

Scores out of 10. Based on the Abvorn Verdict Engine.



Products Mentioned

HD

OKU
Streaming Stick

Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K Streaming Device for
TV with Roku Voice Remote & Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News

$29.99

Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote &
Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News, Sports

[ Check Price on Amazon - J [ Compare @ }

OKU
» | Streaming Stick Plus 2

Roku Streaming Stick Plus with Voice Remote - 4K & HDR10+ | 4K & HDR
Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote - Free & Live Local News

$38.09

Roku Streaming Stick Plus with Voice Remote - 4K & HDR10+ | 4K & HDR Streaming Device for TV with Roku
Voice Remote - Free & Live Local News, Sports

Check Price on Amazon - ] [ Compare @
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https://abvorn.com/click/streaming-devices-0/0
https://abvorn.com/compare.html?asin=B0DXXYS4BJ&name=Roku+Streaming+Stick+HD+with+Voice+Remote+%7C+Compact+4K+Streaming+Device+for+TV+with+Roku+Voice+Remote+%26+Long-Range+Wi-Fi+-+Free+%26+Live+Local+News&price=%2429.99&image=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F71GUOcJCzSL._AC_SL1500_.jpg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0DXXYS4BJ&score=&label=
https://abvorn.com/click/streaming-devices-0/1
https://abvorn.com/compare.html?asin=B0DXY833HV&name=Roku+Streaming+Stick+Plus+with+Voice+Remote+-+4K+%26+HDR10%2B+%7C+4K+%26+HDR+Streaming+Device+for+TV+with+Roku+Voice+Remote+-+Free+%26+Live+Local+News&price=%2438.09&image=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F71Nh6Ngs%2B-L._AC_SL1500_.jpg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0DXY833HV&score=&label=

Roku Ultra

$90.99

Roku Ultra, Ultimate Streaming Player - 4K Streaming Device for TV | HDR10+, Dolby Vision & Atmos - Bluetooth
& Wi-Fi 6 - Rechargeable Voice Remote Pro with Backlit Buttons - Free & Live TV

Check Price on Amazon - ] [ Compare @

firetv stick
4K PLUS

868 | wisie

Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K Plus (newest model) with Al-powered Fire TV Search
$49.99

Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K Plus (newest model) with Al-powered Fire TV Search, Wi-Fi 6, stream hundreds of
thousands of movies and shows, free & live TV, find shows faster with Alexa+ Reducing CO2

[ Check Price on Amazon - ] [ Compare @ ]

firetv stick
HD

sca | wirs

Amazon Fire TV Stick HD
$34.99

Amazon Fire TV Stick HD, free and live TV, Alexa Voice Remote, smart home controls, HD streaming

{ Check Price on Amazon - ] [ Compare @ ]

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best streaming devices?
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https://abvorn.com/click/streaming-devices-0/2
https://abvorn.com/compare.html?asin=B0DF44RTTP&name=Roku+Ultra&price=%2490.99&image=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F71%2BN77h%2BqZL._AC_SL1500_.jpg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0DF44RTTP&score=&label=
https://abvorn.com/click/streaming-devices-0/3
https://abvorn.com/compare.html?asin=B0F7Z4QZTT&name=Amazon+Fire+TV+Stick+4K+Plus+%28newest+model%29+with+AI-powered+Fire+TV+Search&price=%2449.99&image=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F51WtNy0OxLL._AC_SL1500_.jpg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0F7Z4QZTT&score=&label=
https://abvorn.com/click/streaming-devices-0/4
https://abvorn.com/compare.html?asin=B0CQMRKRV5&name=Amazon+Fire+TV+Stick+HD&price=%2434.99&image=https%3A%2F%2Fm.media-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F61nyRfbgaLL._AC_SL1500_.jpg&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB0CQMRKRV5&score=&label=

Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote
& Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News is our current top pick for Streaming Devices. It earned an
Abvorn Verdict score of 6.8/10 for performance & speed, interface & ease of use, content availability, and
at $29.99 it offers the strongest balance of performance & speed, interface & ease of use, content

availability for the money.

Is Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K Streaming Device for TV with Roku

Voice Remote & Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News worth it?
Based on our testing, yes for most people. Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K
Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote & Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News scored
6.8/10 on our rubric, which weighs performance & speed, interface & ease of use, content availability in
proportion to what real buyers care about. Roku Streaming Stick HD with Voice Remote | Compact 4K
Streaming Device for TV with Roku Voice Remote & Long-Range Wi-Fi - Free & Live Local News excels in
Value for Money but falls short on Features & Voice. Our view: The best bang for your buck — ideal if you're

watching your wallet.

How much should | spend on streaming devices?
You can get a genuinely good streaming devices for around $30. Spending more buys premium materials
and extra features, but our top pick delivers the best combination of performance and value at its current

price.

What should | look for when buying streaming devices?
We score every product on performance & speed, interface & ease of use, content availability. Start by
deciding which of those matters most to you, then compare products on that axis first — the Abvorn
Verdict breakdown below each review shows exactly how every model scores on each one.

How does Abvorn test products?
We research real listings and verified customer feedback, then score each product against a category-
specific rubric with weighted criteria. Scores are out of 10 and the full breakdown is shown on every
review, so you can see exactly why one product beat another.
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